Statement of Faith for 

NorthRidge Community Church, Illinois.

3.1
Word of God.
We believe that the Bible is the Word of God, fully inspired and without error in the original manuscripts, written under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit.  We believe that the 66 books of the Old Testament and New Testament found in the Holy Bible are God’s complete and sufficient revelation and, for that reason, hold God’s supreme authority in all matters of faith and conduct for the total well-being of mankind.  (Psa. 119:97-112, Isa. 40:8, Matt. 5:18, 2 Tim. 3:16-17)

3.2
The Trinity.
We believe that there is one living and true God who eternally exists in three Persons, that these three are equal in every attribute, and that they execute distinct but harmonious offices in the work of creation, providence and redemption.   (Matt. 12:18, John 16:13-15, Titus 3:4-7, 1 Pet. 1:1-12)

3.3
God the Father.
We believe in God, the Father, an infinite, personal Sprit, perfect in holiness, wisdom, power and love.  We believe that He concerns Himself mercifully in the affairs of men and women, and that He hears and answers prayer, and that He saves from sin and eternal death all who come to Him in personal repentance and faith through His Son, Jesus Christ.  (Gen. 1:26-27, Mark 12:29-30, John 1:1-4)

3.4
Jesus Christ.
We believe that Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary, lived a sinless life on earth and voluntarily paid for our sins by dying on the cross as our substitute.  This accomplishes salvation for all who receive God’s grace by trusting in Him alone.  We believe that Jesus Christ rose from the dead on the third day and that He is now seated at the right hand of the Father in Heaven and is the only mediator between God and mankind.  We believe that He will return to earth in bodily form to consummate history.  (John 1:14&18 14:6-9, Col. 1:13-20)

3.5
The Holy Spirit.
We believe that the Holy Spirit came from God the Father and His Son, Jesus Christ, to convict the world of sin, righteousness and judgment and to draw sinners to Christ.  We believe that the Holy Spirit indwells, illuminates, and empowers every believer at the point of salvation, and that He abides in us as both our Counselor and Comforter.  We believe that the Holy Spirit equips every believer with spiritual gifts for the purpose of serving both the church and those outside the Church.  (John 14:26 16:7-15, Rom. 8:1-17)

3.6
Mankind.
We believe that the first man and woman were created in God’s image but voluntarily disobeyed God, thus forfeiting their innocence and falling from their sinless state.  Subsequently, all men and women are sinful, both by inheritance but also by their own choice, and therefore, under God’s just condemnation without defense or excuse.  We believe that, without exception, all men and women are totally depraved and that they are unable to save themselves.  We believe that all people need a Savior, and that Person is Jesus Christ, the only Person able to save people from eternal judgment.  (Gen. 3:1-24, Rom. 1:18 3:10-23)

3.7
Salvation.
We believe that Jesus Christ died for our sins on the cross as a representative and substitute sacrifice, and that we must individually receive Christ as our Savior by faith in order to be freely given forgiveness from our sin and the promise of eternal life.  Therefore, each individual that receives Jesus Christ as their Savior is born again by the Holy Spirit and thereby becomes eternally secure as a child of God.  We believe that the Holy Spirit baptizes each believer at the moment of salvation, and that there is no second baptism of the Holy Spirit at a later date.  (John 3:16-17, Rom. 5:6-8 10:8-10, 1 John 5:10-12)

3.8
Resurrection.
We believe in the resurrection of the crucified body of our Lord Jesus Christ, His ascension into heaven and his present life as our High Priest and our Advocate before God, the Father.  We believe that His resurrection from the dead is our only hope the we, too, will someday be resurrected from our physical death and will be brought to heaven to live with Christ forever with our new, transformed heavenly bodies.  (Luke 24:1-12, 1 Cor. 15:12-20, 1 Pet. 1:3)

3.9
The Church.
We believe that, upon salvation, the new believer becomes part of the body of Christ on earth, which is the Church, with Jesus Christ as the Head.  There is one universal church composed of all believers throughout the world who acknowledge Jesus Chris as their Savior and Lord.  In addition, the Scriptures command all followers of Christ to become part of a local fellowship of believers (the local church) in order to devote themselves to worship, prayer, the teaching of the Word of God, observation of the ordinances (baptism and communion), fellowship, service to the body through the development and use of talents and spiritual gifts, and outreach to the world to fulfill Christ’s great commission by attempting to draw all people to Jesus Christ and make disciples of all nations.  Whenever God’s people meet regularly, there is the local expression of the church, under the oversight of the elder(s) and servant leadership team.  The church partners are called to work together in love and unity, intent on corporately fulfilling their ultimate purpose of glorifying Jesus Christ.  (Matt. 28:18-20, Acts 2:42-47, Eph. 4:11-16)

3. 10
Christian Conduct.  We believe that every follower of Christ should live for the glory of God and in service to others, and that his or her conduct should be blameless before the world and as shining stars to draw people toward Jesus Christ.  We believe that every follower of Jesus Christ should be in a growing relationship with Him by obeying God’s Word, yielding to the Holy Spirit, and being conformed to the image of Christ.  (Matt. 5:13-16, 1 Cor. 10:31, Phil. 2:14-16)

3.11
Christian Liberty and Church Cooperation.  We believe that each follower of Christ has a direct relationship with God and is both responsible to God and accountable to Church leaders in all matters of faith and conduct.  We also believe that each local church body is independent and must be free from interference by any ecclesiastical or political authority.  With this in mind, we believe that local churches can be most effective by cooperating with other Christian churches and other interdenominational associations and fellowships.  Cooperation with these organizations must be voluntary and must be able to be terminated at any time.  (Isa. 6:6, 1 Pet. 2:5, Rev. 1:5-6)

3.12
The Consummation of Human History - Heaven, Hell, and the Reign of Jesus Christ.  We believe in the personal, visible return of our Savior and Lord, Jesus Christ, to earth, and the establishment of his kingdom forever.  Following His millennial reign and His final destruction of Satan, we believe that both the saved and the unsaved will be bodily resurrected for the Final Judgment.  The saved will be raised to eternal, conscious bliss with Jesus Christ in the new Heaven and the unsaved will suffer eternal torment in Hell, along with Satan, in conscious separation from God.  (Eze. 39:17-24, Matt. 24:24-31, Rev. 19, 20&21)

3.13
The New Life.
We believe that as children of God, we are overcomers of the world system and more than conquerors over trials and temptations through our eternal relationship with Jesus Christ.  We believe that God’s intent for every follower of Christ is to experience the abundant life that Jesus makes available to each of us and then to share that Good News with everyone with whom we come into contact!  (Acts 1:8, Rom. 8:31-39, 2 Cor. 5:17-20)

